Advanced Echocardiographic Techniques in Detection of Cardiotoxicity.
As advancements are made in cancer treatment, there is an increasing recognition of the cardiotoxic potential of chemotherapies and the need to monitor for the development of cardiac dysfunction in survivors. Echocardiography is the cornerstone of cardiac imaging and provides a feasible and non-invasive method to assess cardiac dysfunction in patients with cancer. In recent years, there has been increasing research in echocardiographic techniques to improve diagnosis of cardiotoxicity, including a more accurate assessment of the left ventricular function and the detection of subclinical disease. These specialized techniques include stress and contrast echocardiography, three-dimensional echocardiography, diastolic dysfunction, tissue Doppler imaging, and strain parameters.